Letter to Surrey County Council in light of the consultation relating to the withdrawal of 

free denominational transport 

Parental Choice 

As a Catholic secondary school we are firmly opposed to any proposal that will affect children  being educated in the school of their choice. We are opposed to Surrey County Council’s  proposal for the removal of subsidised and free transport to Church Aided Schools as part of  changes to its Home to School Transport Policy and consider the County Council’s proposals a  direct threat to the future of Catholic education as enshrined in the 1944 Education Act. 

• It has been implicit since the 1944 Education Act that there is a ‘contract’ between the state and the church which has enabled Catholic schools to prosper whilst retaining their unique values. Provision of denominational travel has always been considered as a mutually beneficial arrangement: the church supplies the land and buildings and in return the state through subsiding transport enables Catholic families to choose a religious school 

• In proposing to end free denominational travel Surrey is breaking this unwritten 

contract and curtailing parental choice. It should be remembers that without the 

provision of school buildings over the past 67 years the state would have had to supply many more school places which would have had a significant impact on education expenditure. Effectively the church has subsidised state education and it has been accepted that the quid pro quo is free denominational travel. This has always been the central tenet of the arrangement between the church and state. 

• The Catholic community supports its schools financially, paying 10% of any capital 

expenditure, as well as ensuring the buildings remain fit for purpose. The Governors of St Paul’s do not agree that there is an equality issue surrounding free denominational travel. It is, and always has been, a ‘fair reciprocal return’ to the Catholic community for its investment in state education. 

Feeder Schools 

The County Council is fully aware that any changes to the present situation will have an impact not only on this school, but on all Church Aided secondary schools (and primaries, too) situated in Surrey. Despite noting that Surrey is considering phasing in any changes so as not to affect existing pupils who currently receive free transport, the County Council’s proposals will restrict the choice of parents who put St Paul’s as their first preference school and are seeking free transport from September 2012. 

• Parents plan school selection with the eventual aim of getting their off spring into a 

secondary school that best meets their aspirations. 

• To take away free denominational travel will prevent some from being able to attend St Paul’s on grounds of cost and practicability. It is highly possible that parents making choices for key stage 1 will be forced to opt out of the Catholic sector in order to be a sure of a suitable secondary school place. This would be distinctly unfair and the council may well be faced with many discontented parents who will feel that their freedom of choice has been compromised by this proposal. 

Environmental Impact 

The Governors of St Paul’s contend that the environmental impact of abolishing free 

denominational travel will be significant to the local area and will have a significant negative 

impact on the quality of life of the residents of Spelthorne. It will turn an already busy 

residential area into one blighted by traffic fumes, congestion, poor road access and ongoing 

safety issues. 

Conclusion 

The Governors of St Paul’s have maintained excellent working relationships with Surrey County 

Council and have assisted the LA in providing education for countless students. The abolition of 

free denominational travel threatens this excellent relationship and we request that you 

reconsider this proposal for all the reasons outlined above. 

To remove free and subsidised travel would in effect diminish the principles of choice and 

diversity which we believe are paramount in the maintained sector. 

We understand that Councils have to make decisions that they would ideally not wish to make 

as the reasons are not of their making. We respectfully ask that you reconsider the proposal in 

order for families to avail themselves of what St Paul’s has to offer and supporting them in 

their first preference of school. 

Yours sincerely, 

Simon Uttley Cathy Hobday 

Headteacher Chair of Governors 

